
  

February 2019 Open hearts, open minds, open doors 

 
Important 
Dates 

February 3: 
Methodist Munch 
sale; Souper Bowl 
Sunday; New member 
info meeting, 11:30 
a.m. 

February 9: Men’s 
Fellowship, 7:30 a.m.; 
CAYA worship team 
concert in West 
Hartford, 7:00 p.m. 

February 10: 
Carillon tour after the 
10:30 service 

February 12: 
Trustees meeting, 
6:30 p.m. 

February 16: Days 
for Girls 

February 20: 
Deadline for March 
newsletter 

February 24: Scout 
Sunday 

March 2: Spaghetti 
Dinner 

March 6: Ash 
Wednesday services, 
10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

March 9: Men’s 
Fellowship, 7:30 a.m. 

March 10: 
Reimagine Church 
event following the 
10:30 service 

 

Visit Our New Website and Follow Us 
on Instagram! 
 
As part of our Reimagine Church effort, we have launched our brand-new 
website! Visit www.sumct.org to check it out! You can also follow us on 
Instagram @sumct_simsbury. Kudos to Lori Garcia for her amazing redesign.  

 
 

Reimagine Church 

As you’ve been following our Reimagine Church journey, you’ve seen SUM reaffirm 
the core values of love and inclusion. You’ve witnessed the transformation of our 
sumct.org website to reflect these values. The new website has the look and 
messaging to be more inviting to those who may be seeking a place to call their 
church home. Whoever you are – Whatever you believe – Wherever you are from – 
You are loved! 

Over the years, we’ve lived out our values with various outreach efforts especially 
exemplified through our Days for Girls program. It has grown to include many 
people in our church as well as new people from different backgrounds from our 
community. We must continue to find new ways to reach out.   

The Reimagine Church team put much effort into understanding the needs right 
here in our local community. Polarization, economic fragility, isolation, mental 
illness, addiction, and overscheduled lives made the top of the list. The Reimagine 
Church team will spend more time gathering additional details about these needs. 

Where will God’s love take us next?   

It is time to demonstrate the SUM values more broadly in our local community. It 
is time to show the surrounding community what we mean when we say, “SUM… it 
all adds up to love.” In the coming months, we will reach out in multiple ways to 
engage as many of you as possible to help determine meaningful, creative ways to 
meet those needs that will build new relationships that spread God’s love and light.   

It is vital that the project idea we generate has strong support that inspires active 
involvement from many SUM members. To that end, we’ve designed a way to help 
determine what God has in store for us next that will include high levels of group 
interaction, fun, and fellowship. Be prepared to join us on Sunday, March 
10, after the 10:30 a.m. service as we work together to continue to 
spread the love of God.  Mark your calendars now; details will be announced 
soon. We will also offer ways to be involved in idea generation for folks who are not 
able to make the March 10 event. 

~ Blessings,  

Deb Clifford, Jen Acheson, Jan Bennett, Lori Garcia, Lori Burrous, Susan Samuel, 
Sharon Carley, Robin Stine, Peter Gailey, Bruce Hale, and Pastor Gene 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?SimsburyUnitedMethod/6a0f88ad0e/e339d1acad/c62be7bcc8
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Pastor’s Page 

The church roof is covered with snow, the parking lot is a skating rink, and my toes are cold. Going by what 
I can see and feel, it must be nearly February, and if that’s the case then my journey with this church is 
almost a year old. You may remember that I received a call that Bishop Bickerton wanted to make this 
appointment in February. As I recall it was somewhere around the middle of the month, and so while we’re 
not quite to one year we’re darn close. As those nearly 12 months have elapsed I’ve been thinking about our 
time together so far, those things we’ve accomplished and those we haven’t gotten to yet.  

I would characterize my first six months here as some of the most joyous and joy-filled of my career. My 
family and I have experienced a welcome without compare, and our children have adjusted to life in 
Simsbury better than we could have imagined. Many of you have stopped in to see how I am doing, how the 
work is coming, to marvel at the fact that you can see the floor in my office, and to express appreciation for 
me as your pastor, and I want to thank you for that. In that time, one of my great joys has been getting to 
know all of you, the ministries that you’re involved in and what Simsbury United Methodist is up to 
regarding classes and other opportunities. I’ve done my best to get to everything in that time at least once, 
but it’s possible that I’ve missed something or someone. If that’s you or your ministry, please let me know 
so we can get together. If you’re struggling with something you’re working on let’s find some time to sit 
down and work on it together. True, we’ve gone from two pastors to one, but I am excited about meeting 
with you on where God has been calling you! Give me a ring, send me an email, or just stop by and knock 
on my door. 

I also think that in our time together we’ve gotten to know each other and also gotten to like each other. 
You’ve begun to tell me your stories, your hopes and your dreams. I have some idea of what journeys have 
brought you to this place, not just the church but also the Valley, and you’ve heard me tell my story a time 
or two as well. That said, I am far from knowing everything. That takes time, openness and God’s grace, but 
I look forward to the continuing of the story that has now woven us together.  

We’ve also accomplished a good bit. We’re carrying a full complement of staff, which is easily the most 
gifted I’ve ever had the pleasure to work with. The budget looks good, stewardship has been incredibly 
successful, and the dedicated laity of this church are wonderful to work with, think with, pray with, and 
laugh with. We’ve had some setbacks, lost some good folks, and gained some new people as well. Baptisms, 
weddings, and just a few funerals are all part of the wonderful life cycle here at Simsbury United Methodist.  

Friends, it should go without saying that the Bible is full of stories about journeys. There is the journey of 
Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the 40 years of wandering, Jesus and the Disciples and their journey to the 
cross and beyond. I can’t say where our journeys will take us over the next months and years, but I am 
positive that we’re writing something new and exciting together. Next month on March 6, we start our 
journey into Lent. Ash Wednesday and then six weeks of preparation will lead us to the ultimate journey for 
a Christian, which is Holy Week. That journey will surely have its twists and turns, and so I hope you’ll join 
me this month in looking back over our time together as we prepare for a new journey that is just beyond 
the horizon. 

Blessings, 
PG 

Stewardship 

 
There are SUM great things going on in the church, our community, and our world. The SUM-bodies 
who will make sure that they continue to happen are prayerfully considering the difference they can 
make through their presence, gifts, prayers, and service. Please email us at finance@simsburyumc.org 
— and consider what you can do today to make sure SUM more great things will happen tomorrow and 
in all the days ahead. Our stewardship goal is everyone’s goal. Thank you for your pledge.   

~ Peter Gailey, Stewardship Committee Chair 

mailto:finance@simsburyumc.org%20%E2%80%94
mailto:finance@simsburyumc.org%20%E2%80%94
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Music Ministry Notes 

 
February is Black History Month, and in honor of Black History Month, we will be featuring a variety of 
music by African-American composers during worship this month. In addition to hymn selections from the 
African-American tradition, our choir will be presenting works by great African-American composers such 
as William A. Dawson and Mark Miller.   
 
February will also feature the first of what will now be a monthly opportunity to tour our magnificent 
carillon! Every second Sunday of the month, starting Sunday, February 10, a free tour of our carillon will be 
offered directly after the 10:30 worship service. If you are interested, the tour will meet at the carillon doors 
at the rear of the sanctuary.  
 
Lastly, our Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser is Saturday, March 2, and we are looking for talent! Every year our 
teens put on a talent show during the dinner, so if you are between the ages of 13-19 and can sing, act, 
dance, juggle, or play a musical instrument, please contact Bridget at bridget@simsburyumc.org to talk 
about being a part of this fun evening! All proceeds from the fundraiser go to our youth’s annual summer 
service project. 

~ Blessings, Bridget Scarlato 

Wednesday Morning Play Group 

 
Erin Ott has started a drop-in playgroup on Wednesday mornings up in the 
barn. It runs from 9:30 a.m. to noon and is very laid back – come when you 
can, stay for as long as you’d like, and leave when you want. We will have good 
coffee and treats, so no need to bring anything but yourself and your kiddos 
(Erin will be showing up solo since both of her kids are in school). If you know 
someone who would be interested in joining us please pass this along! RSVPs 
are not necessary – if you’re free, stop by! If you have any questions feel free 
to email Erin at erinott13@gmail.com or call/text 914.213.1493. 

KISSS Day Is March 30 

Our winter KISSS Day (January 26) has come and gone, but the next one is just around the corner! The 
next KISSS Day is Saturday, March 30!  

KISSS is an acronym for Knit, Inspire, Sew, Stamp and Scrap. KISSS Days are days set aside for crafting, 
working on projects, and great fellowship! All are welcome – crafters of any kind or those who have a 
project to work on and want to spend the day in fellowship with others. Whatever your project, it will be 
more enjoyable with this wonderful group.  

 Wesley Hall from 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

 Breakfast munchies, lunch, dinner, and snacks throughout the day  

 Please bring a potluck dish to share for lunch/dinner 

 Suggested donation of $25 to benefit a church ministry   

Contact Linda Stroud at linda.stroud3@gmail.com or 860.212.9616 (call or text) with any questions or to 
sign up. 

 

mailto:bridget@simsburyumc.org
mailto:erinott13@gmail.com
tel:914-213-1493
mailto:linda.stroud3@gmail.com
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Circles 

The Susanna Circle will meet on Saturday, February 2, to make our famous Methodist Munch, which we 
will sell on Super Bowl Sunday with all proceeds going to Interval House, a domestic violence shelter.  We 
will start out with breakfast at 9 AM at Bennie's and then will proceed to the church kitchen to make the 
Munch and to learn about Kits For Kids.  For information about making Methodist Munch or about joining 
us for breakfast, please contact Lucille Burke at lucilleburke@comcast.net.  For any other information 
about the Susanna Circle, please contact Rolene Johnson at halandrolene@gmail.com. 

The Rachel Circle meets the second Wednesday of the month at 9:30 a.m. Contact Jean Staley for 
location and details. 

The Rebekah Circle meets on the third Thursday of the month from noon to 2:00 p.m. in the Annex 
living room. Call Jane Whelchel at 860.658.7356 for details.   

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

Happy Valentine’s Day! Do you LOVE to knit or crochet? If so, let the Spirit move you to create a prayer 
shawl for our ministry. We supply the yarn and you provide the LOVE to make it. 

What is a prayer shawl?  A prayer shawl is a knitted or crocheted garment that is created by the talented 
members of our congregation for use by our pastors. They present them to those who are recovering from 
illness or surgery or personal struggles.  It is to help remind them that when they are wrapped in shawl, 
they are also wrapped in God’s love. 

For more information contact Carol Bressor at 860.713.8470, email: cbressor@gmail.com or Carrie 
Houghton at 860.508.6304 or email: choughton123@yahoo.com. 

  

Join Us for Ash Wednesday Services 

There will be two short services held at SUM on Ash Wednesday, March 6. Please 
join us at either the 10:00 a.m. service or the 7:30 p.m. service, both held in the 
sanctuary.  

 

 

Susanna Wesley: Mother of Methodism 

She gave birth to two founders of the movement. Most Methodists are familiar with two of 
them, John and Charles, but how many children did Susanna Wesley have? 

o 2 
o 6 
o 10 
o 19 

The answer is 19! Take a short quiz about Susanna Wesley on the umc.org website to test your knowledge 
of her history, character, and parenting style: http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/susanna-wesley-quiz. 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Please email items for the March issue of the newsletter to hryan@snet.net by February 20, 2019. Thank 
you!   

mailto:lucilleburke@comcast.net
mailto:halandrolene@gmail.com
mailto:cbressor@gmail.com
mailto:choughton123@yahoo.com
mailto:hryan@snet.net
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Adult Spiritual Growth Opportunities 

During these cold winter months come to a class or group for some warm fellowship and discussion. Hope 
to share with you at one of the small groups.  

Look into the following opportunities to pursue your spiritual journey and discover the riches and fullness 
of a life opened to God…  

~ Susan Samuel, singnring@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING CLASS  
10:30-11:30 a.m. in the Annex, facilitated by Amy Kulig 

We are doing a DVD study from Living the Questions (LtQ2), a popular video- and internet-based small 
group exploration of progressive Christianity featuring premier theological voices of our day, 
including Marcus Borg, Diane Butler Bass and John Dominic Crossan. “LtQ2 is an open-minded alternative 
to studies that attempt to give participants all the answers and instead strives to create an environment 
where participants can interact with one another in exploring what’s next for Christianity.” Weekly reading 
is offered but not required; drop-ins are welcome. 

MONDAY DISCIPLESHIP GROUP 
4:30-6:00 p.m. in the Annex, facilitated by Jan Bennett and Susan Samuel 

We are continuing to study the book of Isaiah from the Wesley Bible Studies series. Commentary from 
contemporary teachers, with highlighted quotes from the writings and life experiences of John Wesley, and 
poetry and hymns of his brother Charles are used in the lessons. Each of the 12 sessions concludes with 
discussion questions and a prayer. The study of Isaiah will run to late February.  

MEMORIES TO MEMOIRS 
Tuesdays, 10:30 to noon in the Annex, facilitated by Rev. Dennis Winkleblack 
January 29 - February 26 

Your first job. Your first date. A tough period in your life. A day when time stood still. Memories to 
Memoirs will help you put snippets of your life (or a longer stretch) into words for posterity. Dennis 
Winkleblack will lead the class, offering writing tips and an abundance of encouragement. All writing skill 
levels welcomed, especially those who’re certain they can’t write. Dennis says, “Our lives are God’s 
handiwork; we honor God by giving attention to our experiences.” 

GRIEF STUDY 
Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. in the Annex, facilitated by Wayne Lambert 

The group will focus on a different topic each week and use several resources for the discussions. Themes 
include: A Time to Grieve, Experiencing Grief, Reframing, Rebuilding and Remembering, Finding Hope 
and Healing, and Moving Forward. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Thursdays, 9:15-11:00 a.m. in the Annex, facilitated by Donna Motyl and Rolene Johnson 

We have begun studying the gospel of Mark. Anyone is welcome to come Thursday morning whether they 
are members of this church or just want to know more about the Good News but have no "home" church. 
We have people who are unable to come every week but they come when they can. Another important part 
of this group is the sharing of prayer concerns. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR A LENTEN RETREAT:   
Saturday, April 6, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
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CAYA Worship Team on the Road 
 

Concert in West Hartford 
 
On Saturday, February 9, the CAYA Worship Team (known as “Stained Glass” outside the four walls of our 
church), will travel to First Baptist Church in West Hartford to play a benefit concert jointly with the FBC 
Chancel Choir. The concert will feature each group as well as six pieces performed jointly. There is a 
reception following the concert and a free-will donation will be taken during the concert to support a small 
grass roots effort out in California by the Apollo Piano Foundation. 

In the words of Vincent Chambers, teacher and visionary for the fund: 

“The mission of the Apollo Piano Foundation is to provide music lessons and instruments to students 18 
and under who need financial assistance with their musical education. Since the devastating Camp Fire 
in November of 2018, our mission has expanded to provide instruments and we have begun accepting 
donated instruments, as well as purchasing both new and used instruments for children displaced by the 
Camp Fire. All donations go directly to instruments or lessons, and lessons at our school are provided 
through the foundation at cost.   In addition, several of our teaching studios are available in the 
mornings, after 5pm on weekdays, and all day on Saturday, for both children and adults to use as 
practice space. 

All of us at Apollo Music & Arts, along with the communities of Paradise, Magalia, and a dozen other 
smaller towns are deeply indebted to people in our community around the country who have contributed 
time and money to assist those in need. The effects of the fire are only now beginning to take root, and it 
will literally be years before the community of Paradise, California is able to rebuild. Of the 280 students 
currently studying at the Apollo Music Academy, 25 were displaced by the Camp Fire. All proceeds from 
this concert will be used to provide lessons and replace instruments for these students. From the bottom of 
our hearts, we thank you for your efforts to bring music back to our community.” 

FBC Chancel Choir director (and long-time friend of Dorothy Cowles) Mindy Shilansky said her choir was 
really excited about directly benefitting children studying music and knows that donating to a smaller cause 
will make a bigger difference.   

So please consider coming and not only supporting the CAYA Worship Team (aka Stained Glass) but 
supporting this wonderful non-profit!  Oh – did I mention that the concert will be GREAT?! 

~ Dorothy Cowles, Contemporary Music Director 

 

Cookie Caper and Children’s Workshop – Another 
Successful Year! 

December 15’s Cookie Caper netted $1400 for this summer’s youth mission trip to Red Bird, Kentucky. 
Wow! Thank you to all who baked and bought cookies!  

The Children’s Workshop, held over two days in December, garnered $850 for three charities (chosen by 
the church school children): Guiding Light Orphanage, Dog Star Rescue, and Gifts of Love. Thank you to 
Heather Kaliden for once again overseeing this great event and to all who contributed handicrafts (from 
bracelets to ornaments, hand knits to candy, gift wrap to pillows) to sell. We have heard “good news” – all 
gift recipients are thrilled! 

Both events will return in December 2019. We’re already planning for next year and look forward to all the 
goodies, camaraderie, and shopping! 
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From the Church School Director 

Support Needed in Godly Play Church School Room 
When I started working at SUM 17 months ago, people suggested I meet with Johnnie Denton. She had 
decades of experience working as a Montessori teacher and had a desire to start a Godly Play program here 
at SUM. After meeting with her and then experiencing Godly Play at Vacation Bible School, I too was 
excited for this program to take shape here. In September 2017 SUM kids were invited into our new room to 
experience the stories of the Bible in a new way. 
The room is furnished with a large carpet and shelves full of materials, such as a desert box (sandbox on 
wheels), miniature wooden figures, and models of Noah’s Ark, Bethlehem, the tabernacle, and the temple. 
In our fast-paced society that often makes everyone feel pressed for time, this room is a quiet refuge where 
children slow down and allow a space in their hearts for God to speak. It is a place where Bible stories are 
shared, and children wonder. They wonder about the stories, characters, their God and how He loves them.  

Regardless of our age, we are ALL enjoying Johnnie’s gifts of storytelling. We are looking for people who 
would like to help Johnnie tell the stories of the Bible in the Godly Play room. (The stories are scripted.) Do 
you like to talk? Share stories? Enjoy kids? Do you have 45 minutes free in the next 30 days? We would love 
to talk with you! Please see Johnnie Denton or me, or email me at jodyswan567@gmail.com. 

Church School Survey 
We are exploring the possibility of expanding our Church School program. We are considering offering 
Church School at the 9:00 a.m. service. Please see Jody Swan or email jodyswan567@gmail.comif you 
have interest in attending or teaching. 

Warmly, Jody Swan 

 

 

 

Youth News 
 
Attention Teen Musicians! 
We are looking for soloists, ensemble members, and groups for skits for the entertainment during the 
Spaghetti Dinner. This year‘’ Spaghetti Dinner is on March 2 and will benefit Red Bird Mission, our 
Summer Mission Project. Please contact Bridget Scarlato or Erin Ott if you are able to participate.  
 
Summer Mission Trip Update  
When: Sunday August 4 through Saturday August 10. Travel will take a day on either side, so plan on 
leaving Saturday, 8/3 and returning Sunday 8/11. 
Who: So far I have about 15 people, youth and adult, signed up.  If you would like to attend, please let 
me know ASAP so that I can get the application in and hold our spot. 
Where: Red Bird Mission, Beverly, Kentucky, http://rbmission.org/ 

Help Needed with Youth Events 
You may be a new SUM member, and you may not have teens or tweens in your household now, but we 
would appreciate having you at activities for the young people at SUM. It is as simple as being present at 
events… no need to organize the event, or to take on a permanent role, or even to establish a long -term 
commitment.  Simply having another pair of hands would be terrific!  Contact Erin 
at youthdirector@simsburyumc.org. 

Weekly Youth Meetings  
Each Thursday in the Barn, Junior Youth meet from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. and Senior Youth meet from 6:30 to 
8:00 p.m., with the 6:30 to 7:00 half hour covering dinner for both groups and pick up/drop off. If we need 
to meet longer any particular weeks because of projects, we can make the adjustment then, but for now an 
hour for meeting and a half hour to eat will be plenty. 

~ Erin Ott, Youth Director 
 

mailto:jodyswan567@gmail.com
mailto:jodyswan567@gmail.com
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?SimsburyUnitedMethod/10b4e975c5/3e0a3843fa/e9e1ee3ce9
mailto:youthdirector@simsburyumc.org
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Simsbury United Methodist Church 
799 Hopmeadow Street 

Simsbury, CT 06070 

 
Please watch for e-blast notifications for 

event or service cancellations due to 
inclement weather. Notifications will be sent 

out as far in advance as possible. 

 

 

 

Weather Updates   
 

This newsletter is published 10 times per year by 
The Simsbury United Methodist Church 

799 Hopmeadow Street 
Simsbury, CT  06070 

860.651.3356 
www.simsburyumc.org 

 

Rev. Gene Ott, Senior Pastor 

 
Office Manager and Church Secretary: 

Maureen Griffin 

Director of Music Ministries: Bridget Scarlato 
Director of Contemporary Music Ministries and CAYA 

Worship Team: Dorothy Cowles 
Organist: Kari Miller 

Director, Little Lambs & Ivy: Joanne Maurer 
Youth Leader: Erin Ott 

Church School Coordinator: Jody Swan 
Newsletter Editor: Heather Ryan 
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