
  

March 2019 Open hearts, open minds, open doors 

 
Important 
Dates 

March 2: Spaghetti 
Dinner, 5 p.m. 

March 6: Ash 
Wednesday services, 
10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

March 9: Men’s 
Fellowship, 7:30 a.m.; 
Lenten study begins, 
9:30 a.m. in the Barn 

March 10: Daylight 
savings time begins; 
Reimagine Church 
event & luncheon 
following the           
10:30 a.m. service 

March 16: Days for 
Girls Workshop, 9a.m. 

March 20: 
Newsletter deadline 

March 21: Spring 
Celebration potluck 
dinner, 6 p.m. 

March 23: CAYA / 
Stained Glass concert 
at West Hartford First 
Baptist Church, 7 p.m. 

March 30: KISSS 
Day; Chancel Ringers’ 
Spring Ring in 
Killingworth, CT 

April 5: Easter flower 
orders due 

April 6: Lenten 
Retreat, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Upper Room 

 

 

 

The Spaghetti Dinner Returns 

Plan to eat and be merry on Saturday, March 2, at 5 p.m. 
in Wesley Hall. As always, you will be nourished by a 
delicious pasta dinner – and by the entertainment 
provided by the youth of SUM! 

The charge is $10 per person/$30 family 
maximum. Tickets will be on sale at the door. Proceeds 
benefit the summer Red Bird Mission Trip to Kentucky. 

 

Reimagine Church  
Putting Love Into Action 

Join the Reimagine Church team and your fellow SUM members in Wesley Hall 
on March 10, after the 10:30 worship service.  

What: Luncheon and brainstorming session on putting love into action    

What to expect: Fun, food, fellowship, and a chance to offer your thoughts on 
how SUM can address an important community-wide concern. Your Reimagine 
Church team has spent a year researching a wide variety of community needs. 
One need stands out as both very common and largely unmet: 
isolation and loneliness among many of our elderly and shut-in 
neighbors. Sometimes the “least, last, and lost” can simply be the overlooked.  

We ask as many of you who are able to join us to imagine all the ways SUM can 
use our gifts and talents toward this unmet need. Join in a facilitated and 
energy-building event designed to gather the best ideas we have to demonstrate 
our values of love and inclusion to our community. No need to sign up… just 
show up!  Babysitting is available. If you have questions contact Deb Clifford at 
deb@inspiredpeople.com.   

~ The Reimagine Church Team members are Deb Clifford, Jen Acheson, Jan 
Bennett, Lori Garcia, Lori Burrous, Susan Samuel, Sharon Carley, Robin Stine, 
Peter Gailey, Bruce Hale, and Pastor Gene. 

 

  
Join Us for Ash Wednesday 
Services 

There will be two short services held at SUM on Ash Wednesday, 
March 6. Please join us at either the 10a.m. service or the  
7:30 p.m. service, both held in the sanctuary.  

 

 

 

mailto:deb@inspiredpeople.com
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Pastor’s Page 

Snow and ice fell last night and now the daytime temperature is roughly 40 degrees before hitting 
somewhere around 47 today; it must be the end of February. As many of you know I recently celebrated a 
birthday and being a mid-winter baby means I am pretty well aware of how the weather can affect our 
moods, our plans, and even birthday celebrations. This year my day was actually quite nice, but I can easily 
remember bitter winds, deep snow, and canceled celebrations. While crushing as a child, when you’re 
eyeballing 40 and not celebrating a “5” or “0” birthday those sorts of days aren’t so bad anymore. The other 
thing of course about February is that it usually means we’re nearing the end of winter. Sure March can 
pack some nasty surprises, but really for the most part I start anticipating crocuses and snowdrops. As a 
life-long Northeasterner (with a short three-year sojourn in South Carolina during college) I don’t mind 
saying that while I will always love the four seasons we have, I’m pretty well set with being cold when I walk 
outside this year. I’m ready to clear away my sweaters and heavy coats, clear away the snow from my 
doorway, quit slipping and sliding each time I step outside, and get ready for some new life to spring forth. 
After plenty of time gazing at the snow-glazed hills of the Farmington Valley I’m ready for some green, 
some colors, and some leaves. But I know that Mother Nature needs some time to wake up, to yawn, maybe 
to roll over again and go back to sleep for a while (I’m talking about you sneaky March snowstorm), and 
finally to get her act together and head toward Spring. This time of year also means that we’re standing on 
the cusp of Lent, and over the years the interesting thing is that I’ve learned that we need that time too.  

So, I’m excited to tell you about a study that I’ll be offering during Lent this year called A Clearing Season. 
Written by Sarah Parsons, this small but wonderful book has been a good companion for me through this 
season when we return to God and also usually adopt some new spiritual practice or behavior. That said, 
rather than adding something, Parsons invites us to clear space within ourselves, by setting aside time for 
prayer and reflection, in order to allow new things to spring forth within us. Picture a farmer’s field after a 
season of snow and cold. Matted grass, no clear furrows for planting, rocks that have been heaved to the 
surface. Is that field ready for growth? Of course not. It will take some work before anything can really grow 
there, and it’s the same with us. Over the course of six sessions the book takes us on a journey of spiritual 
and mental clearing, that creates room for God’s grace and love to flood in and provide nourishment for 
new things to spring forth.  

This will be the fourth time that I’ve used this book as a Lenten guide, and I cannot recommend it enough. 
The sessions and reading should feel like stretching after a nap and provide you with the satisfaction you 
feel after clearing out a closet or cupboard. What’s better of course is that this is you you’re cleaning out, 
and it’s your heart and soul you’re stretching. A Clearing Season has never failed to leave me in a better 
place and more ready for the incredible journey of Holy Week. That’s one of the reasons why I return to it 
again and again, and I hope you’ll join me on the journey this year.   

On the journey, 
PG  

Note: The Lenten Study starts March 9, at 9:30 a.m. in the Barn, and continues on Saturday mornings 
throughout Lent.  Books will be available at the Lenten study, in the office, and at Sunday services; the 
cost per book is $10.  

Spring Celebration Potluck Dinner 

Thursday, March 21, is the first full day of Spring! And from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Wesley Hall, we will 
celebrate the goodness in God’s world with a true, old-fashioned potluck dinner. We won’t plan the food. 
Just bring something you love to eat, love to make, and love to share. All ages are welcome. We’ll do some 
singing, some dancing, some games – and just enjoy ourselves. 

Contact Sue and Mike Sames at michaelsames6@gmail.com for more information, to volunteer, or if you 
need a ride.  

 

 

mailto:michaelsames6@gmail.com
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Music Ministry Notes 

 
March is another eventful month for the musicians at Simsbury United Methodist.  
 
Many of our youth will be performing for the Spaghetti Dinner at 5:00 p.m. on March 2. The entertainment 
part of this evening will include comedic skits, vocalists, pianists, and other instrumentalists. Please come 
for an evening of delicious food and great entertainment! 
 
On March 30 our Chancel Ringers will be traveling to Killingworth Middle School to participate in the 
Connecticut Spring Ring. This event welcomes bell choirs from all over Connecticut and this year is being 
led by the renowned Raleigh Ringers Director, Mr. David Harris. This day-long event of ringing, learning, 
and networking concludes with a concert at 3:00. All are welcome to attend! 
 
SUM is blessed to have one of the best carillons in the country in our church. If you have not had the chance 
to see this glorious instrument, we invite you to come up and see it! Every second Sunday of the month our 
carillon players will be giving tours of the instrument after the 9:00 and 10:30 services.  
 

During the month of March our Chancel Choir will begin rehearsing music for Easter Sunday. If you would 
like to sing with the choir during the Easter season, come and join us for rehearsal on Thursday nights at 
7:20 starting March 14.  
 
As always, my sincerest thanks go out to all the SUM musicians and members of the church for having me as 
part of your community. I am truly grateful. 

~ Blessings, Bridget Scarlato 

CAYA Worship Team on the Road 
New Date for the Concert in West Hartford!   
 
Originally scheduled in February, on Saturday, March 23, at 7:00 p.m., the CAYA Worship Team (known 
as Stained Glass outside the four walls of our church) will travel to First Baptist Church in West Hartford 
to play a benefit concert jointly with the FBC Chancel Choir. The concert will feature each group as well as 
six pieces performed jointly. A reception will follow the concert and a free-will donation will be taken 
during the concert to support a small grassroots effort in California by the Apollo Piano Foundation. 

A quick reminder of what we are raising funds for, in the words of Vincent Chambers, teacher and 
visionary for the fund: 

All of us at Apollo Music and Arts, along with the communities of Paradise, Magalia, and a dozen other 
smaller towns, are deeply indebted to people in our community around the country who have 
contributed time and money to assist those in need. The effects of the fire are only now beginning to take 
root, and it will literally be years before the community of Paradise, California is able to rebuild. Of the 
280 students currently studying at the Apollo Music Academy, 25 were displaced by the Camp Fire. All 
proceeds from this concert will be used to provide lessons and replace instruments for these 
students. From the bottom of our hearts, we thank you for your efforts to bring music back to our 
community.” 

Please consider coming and not only supporting the CAYA Worship Team (aka Stained Glass) but 
supporting this wonderful non-profit!  Oh – did I mention that the concert will be GREAT?! 

~ Dorothy Cowles, Contemporary Music Director 
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Circles 

The next meeting of the Susanna Circle will be held on March 12 at 7:00 p.m.in the parlor. We will be 
discussing Adam Hamilton’s book Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things 
the Bible Doesn’t Say. Everyone is welcome, even if you haven’t read the book. For information about the 
Susanna Circle, please contact Rolene Johnson at halandrolene@gmail.com.  
 
The Susanna Women’s Circle would like to thank the congregation for your tremendous support of the 
Methodist Munch sale on Super Bowl Sunday. Because of your generosity, we will be able to donate $600 
to Interval House. This money will be used for their programs supporting the women and children who 
have been victims of domestic violence.  
 
The Rachel Circle meets the second Wednesday of the month at 9:30 a.m. Contact Jean Staley for 
location and details. 

The Rebekah Circle meets on the third Thursday of the month from noon to 2:00 p.m. in the Annex 
living room. Call Jane Whelchel at 860.658.7356 for details.   

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

A Prayer Shawl is a knitted or crocheted covering for the legs or shoulders. The pastor blesses the finished 
shawls, which are then given to those who are recovering from illness or surgery or personal struggles. The 
Prayer Shawl reminds us of the love that God has wrapped around each of us during good times and bad.  

If you would like to make a prayer shawl, we can provide you with yarn to get started.  If you can’t knit or 
crochet but would like to help out, a donation of $20 will help us purchase yarn to make a shawl. For more 
information contact Carol Bressor at 860.713.8470, email: cbressor@gmail.com or Carrie Houghton at 
860.508.6304 or email: choughton123@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Please email items for the April issue of the newsletter to hryan@snet.net by March 20, 2019. Thank you!   

KISSS Day Is March 30 

Our winter KISSS Day (January 26) has come and gone, but the next one is just around the corner! The 
next KISSS Day is Saturday, March 30!  

KISSS is an acronym for Knit, Inspire, Sew, Stamp and Scrap. KISSS Days are days set aside for crafting, 
working on projects, and great fellowship! All are welcome – crafters of any kind or those who have a 
project to work on and want to spend the day in fellowship with others. Whatever your project, it will be 
more enjoyable with this wonderful group.  

 Wesley Hall from 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

 Breakfast munchies, lunch, dinner, and snacks throughout the day  

 Please bring a potluck dish to share for lunch/dinner 

 Suggested donation of $25 to benefit a church ministry   

Contact Linda Stroud at linda.stroud3@gmail.com or 860.212.9616 (call or text) with any questions or to 
sign up. 

mailto:halandrolene@gmail.com
mailto:cbressor@gmail.com
mailto:choughton123@yahoo.com
mailto:hryan@snet.net
mailto:linda.stroud3@gmail.com
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Adult Spiritual Growth Opportunities 

As we start our Lenten journey, there is a class or group for you! Please come to any or all and find your 
place. Everyone is welcome! If you have any questions, or need help with a class, or want to start you own 
class, contact me. Look into the following opportunities to pursue your spiritual journey and discover the 
riches and fullness of a life opened to God…  

~ Susan Samuel, singnring@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING CLASS  
10:30-11:30 a.m. in the Annex, facilitated by Amy Stillman Kulig 

Are you curious to hear and discuss new ways to think about the Bible and Christianity? Ever heard the term 
“progressive Christianity” and wondered what it is all about? If so, come join the Sunday 10:30 a.m. study 
group in listening to a variety of current theological voices in the DVD study, Living the Questions 2. New 
participants are welcome at any time, including on a drop-in basis. Weekly reading is offered but not 
required. If you have any questions, contact Amy at 860.593.9186 or amysk@cox.net. 

MONDAY DISCIPLESHIP GROUP 
4:30-6:00 p.m. in the Annex, facilitated by Jan Bennett and Susan Samuel 

We are reading The Case for Christ by Lee Stroebel (we began on February 25.  Strobel investigates the truth 
about Jesus Christ leading to the facts that guided the author from atheism to faith in Christ. In this six-
session video study, we will journey along on a quest for the truth about Jesus. Rejecting easy answers, we 
will sift through fascinating historical evidence and weigh compelling expert testimony. In the end, we may 
very well see Jesus in a new way and even, like Strobel, find our life transformed.   

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Thursdays, 9:15-11:00 a.m. in the Annex, facilitated by Donna Motyl and Rolene Johnson 

We have begun studying the gospel of Mark. Anyone is welcome to come Thursday morning whether they 
are members of this church or just want to know more about the Good News but have no “home” church. 
We have people who are unable to come every week but they come when they can. Another important part 
of this group is the sharing of prayer concerns. 

LENTEN BOOK STUDY  
Saturdays, 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. in the Barn, led by Pastor Gene Ott 

It’s time to rethink Lent. Or at least see it for the positive opportunity it offers. It’s spring cleaning for the 
soul! Lent offers you time to pause, consider, and renew your relationship with God – an altogether hopeful 
(not dreary) experience. For the Lenten book study, we are going to read A Clearing Season by Sarah 
Parsons. 

“To arrive at newness of life, we first name parts of our lives that are shrouded in darkness,” writes Parsons. 
“To put it very dramatically... your first order of business is to break your heart for God. We walk through 
some muck so that we can leave it behind and find Easter joy beyond... With God’s help we will clear the 
darkness away and begin to experience greater joy and newness of life.” 

Sure, there’s work to be done during Lent, but it’s the gentle, gradual work of opening one’s heart and mind 
to grace. A Clearing Season will move you week by week from wilderness to holy ground, using a personal 
tone that will stir and challenge personal reflection. 
 

Books will be available at the Lenten study, in the office, and at Sunday services; the cost per book is $10.   
 
LENTEN RETREAT: I AM WORTHY ~ LISTENING FOR AND HEARING THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Saturday, April 6, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Join us for a Lenten retreat right at SUM in the Upper Room. You will find a sign-up sheet on the piano in 
Wesley Hall, or contact Susan Samuel for more information.   
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Drawing the Circle Wide  

On Sunday, February 10, our church sanctuary was beautifully 
decorated with colorful quilts and Days for Girls menstrual kits, to 
be blessed before they go on to places around the world where they 
are needed.  The quilts, distributed through Quilts Beyond Borders, 
go to orphanages in other countries, to neo-natal units in the 
United States, to refugees fleeing their war torn homelands, as well 
as to local ministries our church and others identify. The 100 kits 
in the church that day were about to leave for Haiti with a woman 
from Cheshire who will carry them on her 10th mission trip to Haiti, 
but the first one where needed sanitary kits will help girls stay in 
school.  Each sustainable kit will give a girl the opportunity not to 
miss as much as a week of school each month. If our Days for Girls 
Simsbury Team did not exist, maybe they wouldn’t be getting them this year either.  The woman missionary 
came to our workshop a year ago, learned about our project, got herself qualified to distribute kits, and 
returned this fall to arrange to take them to Haiti.   

Hundreds of hands were involved in making those quilts and kits. Where did so many hands come 
from?  Each month many people come together to turn Wesley Hall into a factory to make Days for Girls 
Kits. Half of the people who come are not from our church, and many are not a part of any church. Many are 
from the Simsbury area, but others come from farther away, to learn with us and then go on to form a new 
group locally. Others work from home and mail their finished projects to us, or pick up and drop off things 
they quietly sew at home. 

The quilters meet weekly in their newly expanded quilting space upstairs in the Annex.  They call it their 
“happy place.” Quilting Beyond Borders draws people from afar who also work from home too. SUM’s Karen 
Matheson is the coordinator for the whole Northeast. But our annex “happy space” gives us the ability to 
further support finishing up some of the quilt tops sent to her, while being able to offer locals a new space to 
learn and enjoy quilting. 

Our circle is wide and getting wider. Join us. We are having too much fun to keep it to ourselves!   

~ Jan Baker, DFG Simsbury Team 

Hospitality / Food and Fellowship Committee 
Has a New Chairperson 
 

Please save time to socialize after/before your service!  The yummy little refreshments have started up 
again!  Thank you so much for those who provided treats the month of February; treats throughout the 
weeks of Lent will be brought to you by our youth group.  

We have completed an inventory review and have noticed a number of our linens are missing. Please 
take a moment to check your laundry/ironing area and return to the parlor. Thank you in advance! 

Kitchen requests should be sent to Heidi Fitzsimmons at heidifitz1231@gmail.com to coordinate 
scheduling. SUM owes a huge round of applause to Marilyn Webber who previously ran this 
“department” (single-handedly, at times) for many, many years.  I thank her for staying on the 
committee to provide me with her vast amount of knowledge and all the kitchen secrets – shhhh . I am 
excited to run this ministry and appreciate all of the support that I have already received. 

~ Heidi Fitzgerald 

 

 

mailto:heidifitz1231@gmail.com
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Review and Discussion of Results of the Special 
Called Session of the General Conference 

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton has announced a Special Called Session of the New York Annual Conference 
on Saturday, March 16, at the Performing Arts Center, Purchase College, for the purpose of reviewing and 
discussing the results of the recent Special Called Session of the General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. This meeting will last from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

All clergy and lay delegates to Annual Conference are expected to be present. 

Members and visitors who will attend must register online by March 1. There is a $25 registration fee for 
this event and seating is limited. 

 

SUM Outreach  
A Better Chance 
A Better Chance (ABC) is a national network for deserving students and places them in one of 279 boarding 
and day schools across the country or in one of 21 Community School Programs (CSPs). Students who 
qualify for and are accepted into the Simsbury ABC program have access to unsurpassed educational and 
leadership opportunities.  Although affiliated with National ABC, the Simsbury program is independent, 
self-supporting, and managed by a volunteer Board of Directors. As a result, the program depends upon 
volunteers from the community for its success.  
 

The ABC House is located next door to the church. The ABC House has asked the Simsbury community for 
volunteers to provide dinner for the residents each Sunday night. SUM is signed up for March 31. Several 
church members have signed up to assist. Other ways to be involved include:  

 Academic advisor 

 Host family 

 Board of Directors member 

 Committee member such as Student Affairs, College Selection, Fund Raising or Health 

 Driver to sports activities, to weekend activities, to medical appointments or to college visits.  

 Painter or carpenter 

 Phonathon volunteer 

 Tutor 

If you are interested in volunteering, there is a form on the website www.simsburyabetterchance.org, or 
contact me at dunnds@comcast.net. 

Learn to Make Baklava 
Adeebah, a refugee from Homs, Syria, came to the U.S. on Election Day 2016 along with her five children 
and husband Ibrahim. She comes from a family that has been in the food business for many generations 
and she has started a catering business. Adeebah will be at SUM on March 9 at noon to teach us how to 
make baklava. The cost is $35 per person. Feel free to invite friends. If you cannot come that day but are 
interested in another date, please let me know.     

Contact Debbie at dunnds@comcast.net or 860.539.7970 to reserve your spot. 

http://www.simsburyabetterchance.org/
mailto:dunnds@comcast.net
mailto:dunnds@comcast.net
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From the Church School Director 

The Children’s Ministry wrapped up a three-week long food drive to support the Gifts of Love weekend 
backpack program. This program supports over 200 families in the Farmington Valley. SUM/LLI and First 
Church/HNS collaborated to make a fun competition for this meaningful program. Many thanks to all! 

During the month of March, elementary age children will explore the story of the Good Samaritan. Each 
week they will visit different classrooms (Art, Games, Science, and Godly Play). Through the different 
teaching modalities children will have the opportunity to learn about the story of the Good Samaritan and 
how Jesus teaches us to love God and all people. God shows His mercy and love to us each day that we too 
can share His grace and mercy with the people we meet each day. 

As we journey into the Lenten Season, I hope families can create a few minutes each day to talk about the 
days prior to Easter. I will help foster that by emailing a few devotions and articles for families to read and 
talk about during the month of March. Please keep your eyes open for my emails! 

~ Warmly, Jody Swan 

 

 

 

Youth News 
 
February Was a Busy Month 
On February 24, several youth participated in Service Sunday by preparing 
food and/or serving it at Plimpton House, the residential section of South 
Park Inn. February 24 was also Scout Sunday at SUM and we had quite a 
crowd of Scouts in attendance! 

 
Also in February, SUM youth impressed the entire 
congregation by ushering, reading, singing/playing instruments, delivering the 
Children’s Moment and the sermon, and assisting with communion. In addition, the 
youth’s “Souper Bowl” collection yielded $520 In donations for South Park Inn. Wow!  
 
One parishioner noted that she had “never been so moved by a youth service before.” 
Our youth should be proud of themselves for putting together a beautiful service.  
I certainly am, and I am grateful to have been given the chance to work with you all.   

 
Spaghetti Dinner! 
The Spaghetti Dinner is on March 2 and will benefit Red Bird Mission, our Summer Mission Project. 
Please contact Bridget Scarlato or Erin Ott if you are able to participate.  Tickets will be sold at the door, 
$10 per person with a $30 per family max.  
 
Summer Mission Trip Update  
When: Sunday, August 4, through Saturday, August 10. Travel will take a day on either side, so plan on 
leaving Saturday the 3rd and returning Sunday the 11th. 
Where: Red Bird Mission, Beverly, Kentucky, http://rbmission.org/Weekly Youth Meetings  

Each Thursday in the Barn, Junior Youth meet from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. and Senior Youth meet from 6:30 to 
8:00 p.m., with the 6:30 to 7:00 half hour covering dinner for both groups and pick up/drop off. 

~ Erin Ott, Youth Director 
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Please watch for e-blast notifications for 
event or service cancellations due to 

inclement weather. 
  

Notifications will be sent out as far in 
advance as possible. 

 

 

Weather Updates   
This newsletter is published 10 times per year  

by The Simsbury United Methodist Church 
799 Hopmeadow Street 

Simsbury, CT  06070 
860.651.3356 

www.sumct.org 
 

Rev. Gene Ott, Senior Pastor 

Office Manager:  Maureen Griffin 
 

Director of Music Ministries: Bridget Scarlato 
 

Director of Contemporary Music Ministries &  
CAYA Worship Team: Dorothy Cowles 

 

Organist: Kari Miller 
 

Director, Little Lambs & Ivy: Joanne Maurer 
 

Youth Leader: Erin Ott 
 

Church School Coordinator: Jody Swan 
 

Newsletter Editor: Heather Ryan 

 

You are invited to contribute to the floral display of tulips and lilies that will 
decorate the sanctuary for our Easter Services. Please complete this form and 
place it in the offering plate with your payment, or mail this form with your check 
(payable to “SUMC Flower Fund”) to:   

SUMC, 799 Hopmeadow St. Simsbury, CT  06070 so that we receive it by 
Friday, April 5th  ~ the cost is $12 per plant. 

 

I would like to order  ____ tulip(s)   _____ lily(s)  Amount Enclosed:  $_______ 

       Payable to “SUMC Flower Fund” 

Given by:  ________________________________________________ 

In memory of:  _____________________________________________ 

          ______________________________________________ 

In honor of:  _______________________________________________ 

         _______________________________________________ 

       

    

 

 

Easter Flower Order Form 
 

□ I will pick up my plant(s) after the 11 a.m. Easter service  

□ I will pick up my plants on Monday, April 22 

□ Please deliver my plant to a homebound member 

 

http://www.sumct.org/

