
   

May 2019 Open hearts, open minds, open doors 

 
Important 
Dates 

May 3: Senior Night Fun 
Event – TBD 

May 4: Kits for Kids 

May 5: Barbara Tuller 
memorial service, 2:00 
p.m.; Gifts of Love youth 
service Sunday 

May 7: South Park Inn 

May 11: Men’s Fellowship 
breakfast, 7:30 a.m.; 
pollinator garden planting 
day at the Barn 

May 12: Mother’s Day; 
“Strawberries and flowers” 
youth fundraiser after the 
10:30 service 

May 18: Days for Girls 

May 22: Deadline for 
June newsletter; deadline 
to submit graduation info 
to the office 

May 23-27: LLI Art 
Show, Wesley Hall 

May 27: Memorial Day 
carillon concert, 12:30 -
1:30 p.m.; BBQ fundraiser 
for youth mission trip 

June 2: Recognition of 
high school and college 
graduates; summer church 
school begins 

June 6-9: Annual 
Conference 

June 9: Pentecost 

June 16: Father’s Day; 
Strawberry Festival 

 

Memorial Day Carillon Concert 

On Monday, May 27, from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., Dan Kehoe will be playing patriotic 
music selection on the SUM Foreman Carillon in honor of American servicemen 
and servicewomen who gave their lives for this country. It is both a solemn and a 
happy occasion as we reflect on the special memories of loved ones who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for this great nation of ours. 

Dan is a nationally known carillonneur with a career spanning over 40 years, 
during which time he was carillonneur at Trinity College for 25 years.  More 
recently, until moving to North Carolina, he was our SUMC carillonneur. From 
the first season of our Foreman Carillon Summer Concerts in 1987, he has made 
significant contributions to the musical life at SUM through his 
numerous concerts and his teaching of the carillon. 

Bring chairs and a picnic basket and enjoy the sounds of our world-class 55-bell 
Foreman Carillon.  The Simsbury Memorial Day Parade begins shortly after the 
concert. 

~ Carl Coppersmith 

South Park Inn News 

After many years of leading SUM’s volunteer effort at South Park Inn and 
making it vital part of our congregation, Marilyn and Jon Webber have decided 
that it is time to step down.  SUM is grateful to the Webbers for their consistent 
care and stewardship of this important ministry. 

The Outreach Committee is looking for a volunteer (or volunteers) to keep this 
ministry running. SUM serves dinner every first Tuesday of the month at the 
South Park shelter.  To make it happen, someone needs to purchase food 
(and/or coordinate food donations from the congregation), ensure that there 
are volunteers to cook it at church, and transport/serve it at the shelter. If you 
would like to volunteer to help, please contact Debbie Dunn 
at dunnds@comcast.net or 860.651.4408. 

  
 Save the Date for the Strawberry 
Festival! 

Sunday, June 16 (Father’s Day!), will be the annual SUM 
Strawberry Festival! There will be one combined service at 
10:00 a.m. with communion.  Please stay after the service for hot 
dogs, strawberry shortcake, and fellowship on the front lawn. 
Volunteers will be needed; contact Heidi Fitzgerald if you can help 
out! 

mailto:dunnds@comcast.net
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Pastor’s Page 

 

Easter Blessings, 

If you were with us on Easter Sunday, you heard my thoughts on love letters and specifically the love letter 

that God has sent you in John 20:1-18. While the scripture breaks down into two mini stories, the first about 

Peter and the Beloved Disciple racing to the tomb and the second about Mary’s meeting with Jesus whom 

she initially mistakes for the gardener, as I explained, I think the passage can also be read as God letting us 

know that nothing, not even death, can stand in the way of God’s love for us. I also mentioned my heartache 

at watching Notre Dame burn and how deeply it and the city of Paris affected a kid who was born in Queens 

and has always identified as a New Yorker. If you’ll recall, I stated that I really wanted to write a love letter 

to the cathedral and the city, but as so often happens in the life of a pastor there simply wasn’t time during 

Holy Week to do it.  

Now that we’re post Easter Sunday and into the Easter season I’ve finally got time to write, but here’s the 

thing and something has changed; this love letter is for you. Growing up as a PK (pastor’s kid), I remember 

hearing that really the most important thing that a pastor can do is make sure that their people know how 

much they’re loved. If a congregation knows that, there is a lot that they will forgive. So here’s the thing; 

you’re all really easy to love. I hope you know that and if not I’d like to tell you about it. I cannot begin to 

express to you how meaningful this Lent and Holy Week season was for me this year. I thought each Sunday 

was exciting and meaningful. I felt that every time we gathered we learned about each other and drew closer 

to God. Our church schedule was nuts at times, but help came from all over and events that I couldn’t figure 

out how to pull off happened marvelously well. You came out, showed up, helped out and rode the ride with 

me and I love you for it. Even when I broke my elbow just barely into the season, your thoughtfulness and 

help in getting me (and my family) through it was unsurpassed and I love you for that. The way you have 

continued to take my family in, been amused by my kids (even when they’re pretty wild) and shown us how 

glad you are to have us here has only increased my love for you as well. 

But here’s the other thing; the season we’re coming out of is a hard one for pastors. We’re busier during Lent 

and Holy Week than at any other time of the year.  We get tired, we get bummed out, we get tired of the 

work, but you need to know that any time that happened, I thought of you. I was refreshed, and I was ready 

to go some more. See that’s what love can do. It makes you accomplish things you didn’t think was possible, 

in ways you never imagined, and it’s all possible because of how much a person or, in this case, a 

congregation means to you. So thanks for being you, and know that I love you all very much.  

On the Journey, 

Pastor Gene 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Got Grads? 

We want to know! If you/your child/your grandchild will be graduating from high school, college, 
technical school, or graduate school in the spring of 2019, please email the details to the office by May 22 
so that we may include them in the newsletter/special bulletin insert on June 2.  
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Important Words from the Founder of Stephen 
Ministry 

Consider these thoughts from Kenneth Haugk, PhD, founder of Stephen Ministries: 

“Right up there with the myths that the world is flat or that the moon is made of green cheese is the one that 
says you shouldn’t talk about someone who has died for fear of hurting those who are grieving.  One of the 
greatest gifts you can give someone who’s grieving is easy, natural reminiscing about the person who has 
died. 

“Many people view the grieving process as a wound scabbing over, and believe that raising memories is like 
picking the scab, slowing recovery. It couldn’t be further from the truth. I can say that based not only on my 
own experience, but on that of many scores of people I’ve talked to.” 

If you (or someone you know) may be hurting from grief, or job loss, or illness, or divorce, or another life 
crisis, perhaps having a Stephen Minister to listen and walk alongside you might help.  Speak to Pastor 
Gene or contact Barbara Vasquenza, Referrals Coordinator  (bjv1208@att.net  or 860.712.2710) to arrange a 
confidential interview. 

~ submitted by Judy Sturgis 

 

 

 

Office Volunteers – We Need You! 
 
We would love to add to our roster of people who are willing to help in the church office, both to cover the 
office occasionally when our manager/admin is out and also to help with special projects from time to time 
(like stuffing special bulletins or mailings). We could benefit from your help if you have any of the following 
attributes: 
 

 Friendly personality / greeter 

 Willingness to be a problem solver 

 Familiarity with basic email 

 Comfort with basic computer programs or willingness to learn 
 
There are many things you can do if you’re not comfortable using computers, so don’t be let that stop you!  
However, if you have computer skills and a willingness to just jump right in, we’d love to hear from you. 
 
~ Jen Acheson, SPR Chair 

 

 
  Circles 

The next meeting of the Susanna Circle will be held on May 14 at 7:00 p.m.in the parlor. For information 
about the Susanna Circle, please contact Rolene Johnson at halandrolene@gmail.com.  
 
The Rachel Circle meets the second Wednesday of the month, May 8, at 9:30 a.m. Contact Jean Staley for 
location and details. 

The Rebekah Circle meets on the third Thursday of the month, May 16, from noon to 2:00 p.m. in the 
Annex living room. Call Jane Whelchel at 860.658.7356 for details.   

Ushers Needed 

The Worship Committee is looking for women and men to be ushers at the 10:30 a.m. service.  If you enjoy 
greeting people and helping throughout the service, consider being an usher!  You will receive training to 
learn about this important position. If you are interested or would like more information, contact Ed 
Hamilton (edhamct@gmail.com) or Sandy Lipscomb (shlipscomb@aol.com). Thank you! 

 

mailto:bjv1208@att.net
mailto:halandrolene@gmail.com
mailto:edhamct@gmail.com
mailto:shlipscomb@aol.com
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Adult Spiritual Growth Opportunities 

It’s May and the school year is winding down, but not Adult Spiritual Growth! This is the 
time to find a class. Everyone is welcome! If you have any questions, or need help with a 
class, or want to start your own class, contact me. Look into the following opportunities to 
pursue your spiritual journey and discover the riches and fullness of a life opened to God. 

~ Susan Samuel, singnring@gmail.com 

SUNDAY MORNING CLASS  
10:30-11:30 a.m. in the Annex, facilitated by Amy Stillman Kulig 

Are you curious to hear and discuss new ways to think about the Bible and Christianity? Ever heard the term 
“Progressive Christianity” and wondered what it is all about? If so, come join the Sunday 10:30 a.m. study 
group in listening to a variety of current theological voices in the DVD study, Living the Questions 2. New 
participants are welcome at any time, including on a drop-in basis. Weekly reading is offered but not 
required. If you have any questions, contact Amy at 860.593.9186 or amysk@cox.net. 

MONDAY DISCIPLESHIP GROUP 
4:30-6:00 p.m. in the Annex, facilitated by Susan Samuel 

The group is using Pursuing God by Margaret Feinberg to look at stories in the books of Genesis and 
John that illustrate God’s beauty in our lives and show us nothing is beyond His love. In the first half of the 
study, we will examine six stories in Genesis that show how we are meant to experience God's love and 
become expressions of that love in our world. In the second half of the study, we will examine six stories in 
the Gospel of John that illustrate how God’s beauty is present in our lives. Given all that is going on around 
us, we need to hear God’s love. 

TUESDAY CLASS 
10:30 a.m. – noon in the Annex, facilitated by Rev. Dennis Winkleblack 

We will read The Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything We See, Hope For, 
and Believe by Richard Rohr. Over the centuries, Rohr believes, much of Christianity has lost track of the 
“Christ” part of Jesus Christ. By minimizing or ignoring Jesus’ identity as the Christ, Christianity has missed 
a message central to the Gospel: that through Jesus Christ, God loves and redeems everyone and everything. 
“If all this is true,” he writes, “we have a theological basis for a very natural religion that includes everybody. 
The problem was solved from the beginning. Take your Christian head off, shake it wildly, and put it back 
on!” 

None other than Bono (of the rock group U2) has this to say: “Rohr sees the Christ everywhere, and not just 
in people. He reminds us that the first incarnation of God is in Creation itself, and he tells us that ‘God loves 
things by becoming them.’ Just for that sentence, and there are so many more, I cannot put this book 
down.” 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Thursdays, 9:15-11:00 a.m. in the Annex, facilitated by Donna Motyl and Rolene Johnson 

We are studying the gospel of Mark. Anyone is welcome to come Thursday morning whether they are 
members of this church or just want to know more about the Good News but have no “home” church. We 
have people who are unable to come every week but they come when they can. Another important part of 
this group is the sharing of prayer concerns. 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

Please email items for the June issue of the newsletter to hryan@snet.net by May 22, 2019. Thank you!   

mailto:hryan@snet.net
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From the Church School Director 

Wow! I cannot believe how fast the Church School year has flown. Elementary age kids are in their last 
rotation, learning more about Jesus in our “Who Is Jesus?” curriculum. Church School will shift to one 
classroom the first Sunday in June. 

Please join us for a fun time at “Mars and Beyond” Vacation Bible School at First Church in Simsbury. VBS 
will be held June 24 - 28  from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The price through May 19 is $50. Late registration 
and payment of $60 will be accepted between May 20 - 26. You may register at sumct.org or 
fccsimsbury.org.  

Also! Calling tweens/teens and adults of all ages! We need your help to make this year’s VBS a fun and 
successful one. Please register at sumct.org /fccsimsbury.org. See Jody Swan with any questions. 

Whether you’re a child participating, tween/teen or an adult, I believe VBS is such a great way to transition 
into summer time. For my family, it sets the tone for summer as we come together with others in the 
community to celebrate God. I hope you can join us! 

~ Warmly, Jody Swan 

 

 Youth News 
 
Here’s What We Did This Past Month 
 
On April 5, the senior youth enjoyed a movie in the Barn, watching “Dodgeball.” The junior youth had their 
turn on April 12, when they viewed and discussed “Coralline.” The junior youth also helped set up for LLI’s 
Bunny Breakfast; they assisted with setting up for crafts and egg-dyeing, and of course with hiding the eggs 
for the egg hunt! Lauren Ampadu, Robyn Ampadu, Nick Kline, Talula Hotzos, and Rudy Langin worked at 
the Bunny Breakfast on the morning of April 13. Our scheduled youth CPR course at the Simsbury Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps had to be rescheduled due to instructor illness. Stay tuned for the make-up date. 
                
Along with Church School children, the youth groups handed out palms at all of the Palm Sunday services.  
Throughout Lent and culminating with Palm Sunday coffee hour, the youth supplied the treats for the 
congregation to enjoy after the services. Thank you to all the people who donated snacks and kitchen 
supplies to the youth. 
 

Lots of Fun Coming Up 

 On Friday, May 3rd, we will have Senior Night with a fun event TBD.  

 The youth will undertake another “Service Sunday” on May 5 at Gifts of Love. Please let Erin 
know if you are able to attend.  

 On Mother’s Day, May 12, the youth will sponsor a “Strawberries and Flowers” fundraiser – 
details TBD! 

 Those who are coming to the Memorial Day carillon concert on the lawn at 12:30 on May 27 should 
plan to stay for the youth-sponsored BBQ during the parade, which is to raise money for the 
summer mission trip and general youth group events. More details will be provided in forthcoming 
bulletins. 
 

Weekly Youth Meetings  

Each Thursday in the Barn, junior high school youth meet from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. and senior high school 
youth meet from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., with the 6:30 to 7:00 half hour covering dinner for both groups and pick 
up/drop off. 

~ Erin Ott, Youth Director 
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Outreach Update 

“Socktober” 

Socktober was a great success last fall, and we hope to do it again in 2019.  There are a few things that we 
could do a bit better with advance planning, so even though Socktober is still five months away, I would like 
to get folks together for a brief planning session. If you would like to help with any of the tasks below, or 
have ideas on how to make it better, please let me know. 

 Box decorating – We have boxes now; do we want to redecorate them for 2019 or go with them as 
is? Boxes were not in place until the first week of October last year so there is one place we can 
improve. 

 Box locations – Some were good, some not so much. Where should we add or subtract? 

 Advertising – We need to get the word out to people who are not on Facebook. Ideas are welcome 
on how to do this.       

 Sock collection, displaying, and counting  

 Sock recipients – Same as last year or do we want to make adjustments? 

Volunteers to be a co-chair or to take on one of the tasks are welcome.  Once we get a group together, I will 
set a date in May to either meet or maybe do a conference call.  I think we all had fun with Socktober last 
year, and the groups who got socks were very grateful. Let’s make it even better this year!  

Easter Special Offering 

The Easter Special Offering is a tradition at SUM. Each year we ask for donations to help those who are in 
need in our local, national, or global community. The 2019 recipients were Days For Girls; the youth 
summer mission trip to Red Bird, Kentucky; and South Park Inn.  Thanks for your generous Easter 
offerings! 

~ Debbie Dunn 

 

 

Prayers and Squares Group Expands Its Mission 

Prayers and Squares, a quilt/sewing group that meets twice a week in the Annex’s upstairs studio, has taken 
on an additional focus. We are aware of the large amount of fabric scraps collected after each month’s Days 
for Girls Workshop. These scraps, when added to the scraps that the quilters accumulate, can total several 
pounds of fabric a month. What to do with all these scraps?! 

We found out that dog and cat beds are needed for orphaned animals that are brought to shelters. With 
further research, we found out that the filling in these beds can be fabric scraps! So, we have been collecting 
fabric scraps and stuffing old pillow cases with the scraps. We made zippered covers from donated heavy 
upholstery and canvas fabrics. Therefore, we now have no waste!  

Early this year we donated a dozen beds to Animals for Life, a no-kill shelter in Naugatuck. Our next 
donation will be going to the CT Humane Society. We are happy to share with you that 100% of your 
Prayers and Squares donations go to these worthwhile projects. Thank you for your support.  

~ Donna Motyl 

Prayers and Condolences 

Our condolences are extended to the family and friends of Barry Kline, following the death of his mother, 
Jean Maxine Kline, who passed away peacefully on April 3 in Pennsylvania. Please keep Barry, Jolie, 
and Nick close in your prayers during this time. 
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Music Notes 

Late March through mid-April was an active time for the SUM musicians.  On the 
last day of March the Chancel Ringers travelled to Killingworth to participate in 
the Connecticut Spring Ring (see photo at right). Together with many other bell 
ringers from the New England area, we spent a day rehearsing with the renowned 
David Harris, Director of the Raleigh Ringers.  
 
For most of our church musicians, early April was spent preparing for Holy Week. 
From our young children singing “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” on Palm Sunday to the Chancel Choir, CAYA 
Band, Chancel Ringers, and Brass Ensemble providing music for the many Holy Week services, numerous 
individuals in the church contributed their time and talent to make the week’s services beautiful, 
meaningful, and praiseful. I would like to especially thank Kari Miller, the Bobinski family, Juli Hall, David 
Sims, Jon Webber, and the members of all our ensembles who sang or played during Holy Week. 
 
At the end of April the Wesley Ringers and Chancel Ringers once again embraced the opportunity to share 
our ministry outside of our church walls by performing at the Wadsworth Atheneum’s Flower Show. This 
was a fun performance! All involved performed beautifully and represented our church well. This particular 
outreach was begun last year by Dorothy Cowles and Wesley Ringers member Lalitha Rajesh. Thanks to 
them we continue to develop a good relationship between the SUM Music Ministry and the Wadsworth 
Atheneum.  
 
Compared to April, the month of May is looking like a quiet month for the Music Ministry. We will have one 
exciting concert on Memorial Day: Carillonneur Dan Kehoe will be coming to the church to perform a 
special concert.  In past years Dan has given this wonderful concert to great acclaim. The SUM carillon is a 
rare instrument and an absolute blessing to our church. I hope you will all come and hear some great music 
on this special instrument! 
 
And more on the carillon...tours continue to be held on the second Sunday of every month.  If you have not 
attended a tour yet, I recommend you go to one!  The tours are very interesting, and you also get a chance 
to see and play the carillon! 
 
Stay tuned for the June newsletter; I will have some exciting news about Pentecost, SUM’s involvement 
with the Handbells of America Area 1 Festival Conference, and a collegiate Icelandic group coming to visit 
our church!  
 
Blessings, 
Bridget Scarlato, SUM Music Director 

A Few Photos from Easter at SUM 

 

 

 

 

 

The sunrise service was 
celebrated in Simsbury Cemetery. Pastor Gene gathers the children on 

Easter; the choir prepares to sing. 
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Help Plant a 
Pollinator Garden! 

 
This newsletter is published 10 times per year by 

The Simsbury United Methodist Church 
799 Hopmeadow Street 

Simsbury, CT  06070 
860.651.3356 

www.simsburyumc.org 
 

Rev. Gene Ott, Senior Pastor 

 
Office Manager and Church Secretary: 

Deb Reid 

Director of Music Ministries: Bridget Scarlato 
Director of Contemporary Music Ministries and CAYA 

Worship Team: Dorothy Cowles 
Organist: Kari Miller 

Director, Little Lambs & Ivy: Joanne Maurer 
Youth Leader: Erin Ott 

Church School Coordinator: Jody Swan 
Newsletter Editor: Heather Ryan 

 

Erin Ott and Julie Cutler (aka the 
“Family Life Committee”) are planning a 
gardening day to plant a pollinator 
garden in front of the Barn on Saturday, 
May 11. Games for the kids and snacks 
will be provided! More details to come! 
 

 

http://www.simsburyumc.org/

